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SABAH PATI LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
VIDHA NA-PARIS’AD CHAIRMAN
PAS CIMA VAN.GA WEST BENGAL
KALIKA TA. CALCUTTA.

October 27, 1961.

The Managing Director,

South India Saiva Siddhanta Works
Publishing Society, Tinnevelly, Ltd.,
1/140, Broadway, Madras-1.

Dear Sir,

I have to acknowledge with thanks your invitation to the
“Celebration of the Completion of Sangam Publications ** which
will be held on the morning of Sunday, the 29th of October, 1961
at Rajaji Hall, Madras City, when the Ainkurunuru (with
commentary, as one of the Ettutohas) will be released formally.
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The Saiva Siddhanta Publishing House has dedicated itself
to the task of conserving and extending the volume of Tami]
literatue - it is for kshema or conservation of the good and
abiding things that are already in existence, as well as for Yoga or
addition of new things that are necessary and desirable. The
Sangam literature, together with the two epics, the Cilappatikaram
and the Manimekalas, certainly forms one of the most outstanding
things in Indian literature, and these oldest books of Tamil, together
with the deathless devotional compositions of the Saiva and
Vaishnava Saints and Sages of Tamilnad the Nayanmars and the
Azhvars, are among the glories of Indian Civilization and Culture.
The Saiva Siddhanta Publishing Society deserve the thanks of the
Indian body-politic, both in Tamilnad and outside Tamilnad, in
the rest of India, as well as in ail foreign countries where there is
a study and appreciation of Tamil and Indian literature, for the
great work it has been doing.

Now that the entire Sangam literature has been brought out
by the Saiva Siddhanta Publishing Society, in the original with
Tamil commentaries, I would suggest that these works should be
systematically translated into English, and a new series may be
inaugurated giving the Sangam {works, in the original Tamil on
one page and a literal English translation on the page opposite.
In this way the wealth of Tamil literature will be spread all over
India and abroad, and people will be able to appreciate the
universal appeal of the literary achievement of the ancient
Tamilians. ‘

I wish the Saiva Siddhanta Publishing Society the greatest
amount of success and in this connection, I also send from
Culcutta my respectful salutations to the memory of the great
scholars who discovered for Tamizhakam as well as for India the
deathless master-pieces of Old Tamil-Mahomahopadhyaya Dr.
U. V. Swaminatha Aiyar, Rao Bahadur S. V. Damodaram Pillai,
P. Narayanaswami Aiyar, Pandita N. M. Venkataswami Nattar,
M. S. Purnalingam Pillai, V. Kanakasabhai Pillai, among others,
for enabling us know ourselves once again.

(Sd.) Suniti Kumar Chetterji
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